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Chairman’s Corney.

Aanii (Hello)!

Each May or Waabigoni giizis (flower moon) I always find myself scheduling celebrations and planning outdoor
activities and gatherings. This month is no different for the Little Shell Tribe. Tribal Council and staff are busy
planning for the upcoming summer months.

During the fall and winter, Tribal Council laid plans to acquire additional land on and near Hill 57 or Mount Royal
to support upcoming Tribal celebrations. This includes the annual Little Shell Elders & Veterans Powwow August
24-25, 2024. Tribal Council and the Powwow Committee are looking forward to welcoming Little Shell members
and families to enjoy Powwow and all the activities at a new powwow arbor. Design and construction on the arbor
are supported by the Little Shell Tribe and Montana Tourism Grant Program. The arbor will provide a permanent
structure to support cultural activities and annual celebrations for generations to come. This initial construction al-
so brings power to the tribally owned property and creates a foundation for improvements in the coming years.

Land acquisition and management have been top priorities for Tribal Council in the last four years. In addition to
the historical acquisition of Mount Royal, the Little Shell Tribe has acquired property adjacent to the Miijim Pro-
gram Building with long-range plans to develop a housing subdivision for Little Shell tribal members. Housing
developments do not happen overnight, but Tribal Council is committed to seeking community input and creating a
division that includes outdoor and community gathering spaces in addition to affordable housing options for mem-
bers and families.

I am looking forward to the warmer, longer days and gatherings to celebrate our members and community. More
importantly, I hope everyone will plan to join Little Shell Elders and Veterans for the annual powwow in August.

Miigwech (Thank you), Chairman Gerald Gray

Figure 1 Powwow Arbor Sample Design
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