
Newsletter 
Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana 

Aanii (Hello)!  

 

We welcomed Ziigwan (Spring) in March and enjoyed warmer and longer days. We also welcomed celebratory 
news regarding a major step in a long-term, multi-tribal statewide project to expand substance use disorder (SUD) 
treatment for tribal members. After more than a year of analysis and planning, many Tribes in Montana incorpo-
rated a new, tribal non-profit – Red Shield 8 Nations, Inc. This organization was created to govern and direct oper-
ations of the Regional Treatment Center (Center). 

 

The Little Shell Tribal Council was an early advocate for this project. We worked with the Montana Healthcare 
Foundation to provide seed funding and collaborated with Tribal Nations to initiate a feasibility study and strategic 
plan for the Center. Tribal Council continued to monitor planning progress and participate in data collection and 
analysis since the process started in fall of 2022. More recently, the Council voted to become founding members of 
Red Shield 8 Nations, Inc. and to provide seed funding to support the project from the Tribe’s Opioid Settlement 
Fund. 

 

Plans for the Center include providing medically assisted detoxification, residential SUD treatment, and behavioral 
health services for adult tribal members and their families. While the exact location for the facility has not yet been 
identified, Tribal Council has strongly encouraged the design team and other Tribes to consider Cascade County as 
a future potential site. 

 

Regardless of the Center’s site, the services are critically needed in our tribal community. Throughout the project, 
the Tribal Council has learned how difficult finding and securing residential treatment is for tribal members. The 
Tribal Council is dedicated to this collaborative project's success and will continue to share updates as they become 
available. We look forward to additional progress reports in the coming months.   

 

Miigwech (Thank you), Chairman Gerald Gray 
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This support group is rooted in the strength of tradition, where violence has 
no home. It is guided by an 
advocate and the voices of survivors themselves. We provide resources, advo-
cacy, connection and hope to 
heal for survivors. The group fosters a journey of recovery and resistance, en-
suring the path forward is paved with understanding, respect, and the endur-
ing belief that violence is not traditional. If you have children, you can bring 
them too as we will have someone to watch and play with them while we fo-
cus on you. 
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WHAT IS YOUR MEDICAID STATUS?   
 

 

A number of Tribal Health recipients have lost their Medicaid/HMK/
CHIP coverage. Are you one of them? If you or someone in your family 
have lost coverage of any of these programs, let us help you. Come in 
and we will help you reapply! 
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ENROLLMENT 


